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Our wonderful 20th century  1.1 sample diary A

Balatonalmádi, 1958
Monday 12th July
Here we are at last (the journey was boring). When we arrived we had sandwiches for lunch,
and then the boys put up the tents. I am with Erzsi and Mari in a tent. They are not my best
friends (Teri is not here), but nice. In the afternoon we went for a swim in the lake. Miklós
walked next to me but did not say a word all the way. The water was nice, warm. In the
evening we will have a barbecue. The girls have to collect the wood. (I hate it.).
Tuesday 13th July
The barbecue was great. We fried bacon and ate it with bread. Then we sang pioneer songs until
midnight, but the boys were silly as always. They were making scary noises in the dark (I was not
scared). Getting up at 6 in the morning was terrible (Why do we have to get up so early?). Pista
bácsi made us do some exercise. He looked funny in his shorts. Breakfast was fresh rolls with
salami and milk. In the afternoon we went swimming again. Miklós did not look at me all day.
Wednesday 14th July
A terrible night! Boys from the neighbouring camp attacked us. Took the flag from the flagpole in
front of the kitchen-tent. Too bad. I think, Gabi and Tibi, my brothers went swimming at night. I
heard them come home at 4 in the morning. I could not sleep. It was too cold.
Thursday 15th July
The boys took the flag back and were up most of the night. It’s not fair! Boys have a lot more
fun than girls! I spent all morning peeling potatoes, because I was on kitchen duty (hated it).
Éva néni made “paprikás krumpli” and it was really delicious. Most of us had got sunburnt
so, in the afternoon we went to a museum in Balatonfüred. It was OK.
Friday 16th July
The last day. Miklós sat next to me at breakfast. I think he likes me. My brothers said silly
things. Tonight there will be a campfire, and we are supposed to perform something. I think
the girls will sing some songs. Nobody will sleep at night, I am sure.
Saturday 17th July
I woke up with black shoe polish on my face and my shoes were filled with toothpaste. I did fall
asleep. Those who did not were standing by the stream laughing as the others washed themselves
in the water. Miklós too stood there with my brothers laughing. We arrived home at 6. My Mum
made chicken soup for us and we all had dinner together. Maybe I will go next year again.

Our wonderful 20th century  1.1 sample diary a (cont.)

 Read the diary again, and answer the following questions
1 Is the writer a girl or a boy? What makes you think so?
2 Where was the writer when he/she wrote the diary?
3 What food does the writer mention?
4 What other people are mentioned? Who are they?
5 What things did the writer like doing?
6 What things did the writer not like doing?
7 Did anything strange/funny happen?
8 How old do you think the writer was when he/she wrote the diary?
9 What nationality do you think the writer is?

Our wonderful 20th century  1.1 cover a

Győri Ilus
Holiday in a pioneer camp

Our wonderful 20th century  1.1 sample diary B

1933 Corfu
Sunday 2nd September
I like living here. The weather is much nicer than in England and the people are very friendly.
I went for a walk in the village today. I tried to say Kalimera (good morning) to a woman and
she smiled and said Kalimera too. I saw lots of scorpions and spiders hiding under stones and
in the shade of the trees. They are beautiful. Tomorrow I will bring a box and try to catch
some.
Monday 3rd September
I managed to get one scorpion and two spiders. Larry and Leslie (my brothers) liked them
very much, but Margo (my sister) did not. My Mum said: “Gerry, you will need a terrarium
to keep them in”. She did not say I was too young to keep animals. For the moment, I keep
them in a big travelling chest in my room. I separated a corner of the chest for the scorpion.
I do not want him to attack the spiders.
Tuesday 4th September
I said hello to Adam, the scorpion and Milly and Nelly, the spiders. They like living in the
travelling chest. I gave them some food (flies and mosquitoes) too and played with them on
the floor of my room. I was right. Adam did not like Milly and Nelly. I must watch him if I
want Milly and Nelly to live long.
Wednesday 5th September
I caught five more spiders and three more scorpions. I found two little turtles too on the road.
They were alone, perhaps they lost their mum, so I took them home. The travelling chest is now
too small for so many animals. Mum says, I can use the spare room in the house. It’s very kind of
her. I will have to build separate living areas for the different animals in the room.
Thursday 6th September
A wonderful day! I found a donkey in font of our house this morning. I asked the neighbours,
but they did not know him. So, I took it into the house. The spare room is very big, and Willy
(the donkey) can live there too. When we were having breakfast (bacon and eggs, toast and
marmalade – we always have English breakfast), we talked about my animals. My sister said:
“Boys sometimes have crazy hobbies”. But the others were interested. Willy is their favourite
at the moment. But I like them all.
Friday 7th September
My Mum gave me a book about animals. She says I need to know more about them if I want to
keep them. She is right. I want more animals and I hope, one day I will have a zoo of my own.

Our wonderful 20th century  1.1 sample diary B (cont.)

 Read the diary again, and answer the following questions
1 Is the writer a girl or a boy? What makes you think so?
2 Where was the writer when he/she wrote the diary?
3 What food does the writer mention?
4 What other people are mentioned? Who are they?
5 What things did the writer like doing?
6 What things did the writer not like doing?
7 Did anything strange/funny happen?
8 How old do you think the writer was when he/she wrote the diary?
9 What nationality do you think the writer is?

Our wonderful 20th century  1.1 cover B

Gerald Durell
My life in Corfu

Our wonderful 20th century  1.1 Sample diary c

Balatonalmádi, 1958.
Monday 12th July
Dear Diary
Here I am in Balaton and I am in the tent. I am with Erzsi and Mari – they are OK. We arrived
at 12.00, had sandwiches for lunch, went for a swim and then a walk. Miklós walked next to
me but he didn’t speak to me. In the evening there’s a “szalonnasütés”. That’s great.
Tuesday 13th July
The “szalonnasütés” was great, but I ate too much fried bacon. We went to bed very late, and
got up at 6 in the morning. We did some exercise. It was terrible! For breakfast we had rolls
with salami and milk. After lunch we’ll go swimming. Miklós did not look at me all day.
Wednesday 14th July
At night the boys from the other camp took our flag. Too bad. My two brothers, Gabi and
Tibi went swimming at midnight and came home at 4 in the morning. I could not sleep
because I was too cold.
Thursday 15th July
Our boys took the flag back. There was a fight and they didn’t sleep all night. In the morning
I peeled lots of potatoes for “paprikás krumpli”. Éva néni made it for lunch. It was very good,
but I did not like peeling the potatoes. After lunch we went to a museum in Balatonfüred. It
was OK.
Friday 16th July
On the last day Miklós sat next to me at breakfast. I think he likes me. There is a campfire
tonight. We will sing and have fun until late. Nobody can sleep on the last night.
Saturday 17th July
I went to bed at 3 in the morning, and soon fell asleep. It was a big mistake. The boys put
shoe polish on my face and filled my shoes with toothpaste. When I got up they laughed at
me. Miklós laughed too. I hate him. We got home at 6. My Mum cooked chicken soup for us.
It was very good. Maybe, next year I will go again.

Our wonderful 20th century  1.1 sample diary C (cont.)

 Read the diary again, and answer the following questions
1 Is the writer a girl or a boy? What makes you think so?
2 Where was the writer when he/she wrote the diary?
3 What food does the writer mention?
4 What other people are mentioned? Who are they?
5 What things did the writer like doing?
6 What things did the writer not like doing?
7 Did anything strange/funny happen?

Our wonderful 20th century  1.1 Sample diary D

1933 Corfu
Sunday 2nd September
I like it here – the weather is nice and the people are friendly. This morning I went for a walk
and saw lots of scorpions and spiders. They are beautiful. I want to catch some and keep
them in my room.
Monday 3rd September
I caught one scorpion and two spiders. My brothers (Larry and Leslie) and my mum liked them,
but Margo (my sister) did not. Mum gave me a big travelling chest and now I keep the scorpion in
one part and the spiders in another part of it because I don’t think they like each other.
Tuesday 4th September
I played with Adam, the scorpion and Milly and Nelly, the spiders this morning. I gave them
some food too (flies and mosquitoes). The spiders don’t like Adam.
Wednesday 5th September
I have five more spiders and three more scorpions. I found two little turtles too. Now there
are too many animals in the travelling chest. I have to find a new home for them. Mum says
I can use the spare room in the house. That’s great.
Thursday 6th September
A wonderful day! I found a donkey in the street this morning. I took Willy (the donkey) into
the spare room of the house because he had no owner. Willy is the favourite of my family.
Only my sister does not like him.
Friday 7th September
Mum gave me a book about animals. I started reading it. I have to learn a lot if I want to keep
animals. One day I will have a zoo of my own.

Our wonderful 20th century  1.1 sample diary D (cont.)

 Read the diary again, and answer the following questions
1 Is the writer a girl or a boy? What makes you think so?
2 Where was the writer when he/she wrote the diary?
3 What food does the writer mention?
4 What other people are mentioned? Who are they?
5 What things did the writer like doing?
6 What things did the writer not like doing?
7 Did anything strange/funny happen?

Our wonderful 20th century

1.2 Diary Project
1 Whose diary do I want to write?
2 What aspect of the person’s life do I want to write about?
3 Where can I get information?
4 What do I need to do and when?
5 How can I use the information I need?
6 Have I got the information I need?
7 Do I need to change anything?
8 What else do I need?
9 How should I present it?
10 What have I learnt?

Our wonderful 20th century

1.3 Planning my project
Name: ............................................................................. Date: .....................................
What do I need to do and when?
1 Whose diary do I want to write?
........................................................................................................................................
2 What do I want to write about? (What aspect of the person’s life?)
........................................................................................................................................
3 How shall I get the information I need?
........................................................................................................................................
4 I will get the information ready by
........................................................................................................................................

Our wonderful 20th century

2.2 Gerald Durrell – life story
Gerald Malcolm Durrell was born in India in 1925. When his father died his mother with
the four children moved to (1) Corfu, Greece. (2) Gerald loved the sunshine, the plants, but
most of all, the animals on the island. (3) He began to collect animals such as scorpions and
spiders. (4) He had a donkey too. (5) He spoke to them and kept them in one of the rooms
of the house. When he was 10, he already had hundreds of animals. (6) His mother and his
two brothers did not mind his hobby.
After he left school he became a student keeper for the Whipsnade Zoo in England. Soon he
travelled to Africa and South America in search of animals for British Zoos. (7) But he wanted
a zoo of his own. He wanted to keep animals that are in danger of extinction.
He wrote three books about his adventures on his expeditions. In 1958 Durrell began
collecting animals for his own zoo on the Channel Island of Jersey. He named it Jersey
Zoological Park.
He went on writing books and wrote 41 in his lifetime. He died in 1995.
(www.google/myheroco)

Our wonderful 20th century

4.3 Selling a diary – OHT
This is the best/most interesting diary of the world.
Look at the cover/illustration/picture.
This diary is about my ..............
He/she is ............ years old now.
He/she died in ............
He/she is/was a famous/an excellent/outstanding ..................
She/He writes about ............... when she/he was ............
Let me read a bit to you.
This is a real bargain. It only costs ............... Fts.

Our wonderful 20th century

5.2 PEER EVALUATION FORM
 For the diaries you have chosen to buy fill in the boxes:
Whose diary I
bought?

Who is the diary
about?

Why did I choose it?
(3 things I particularly
liked)

How
much was
it?

Our wonderful 20th century

5.3 Self-evaluation sheet
Project evaluation
Name:

Date:

1 What new vocabulary have I learnt from this project?
.....................................................................................................................................................................

2 Which of these new words can I use with confidence?
.....................................................................................................................................................................

3 Which of these new words do I feel unsure about?
.....................................................................................................................................................................

4 What can I say/do after this project that I could not say/do before it?
.....................................................................................................................................................................

5 What have I read for this project?
.....................................................................................................................................................................

6 What have I listened to?
.....................................................................................................................................................................

7 What have I written about?
.....................................................................................................................................................................

8 What have I spoken about?
.....................................................................................................................................................................

9 What homework have I done for this project?
.....................................................................................................................................................................

10  Any comments?
.....................................................................................................................................................................

