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Girls in songs  1.2 Letter

Letter from Edison to Henry Ford, 1927 (copy)

Thomas Edison wrote this letter to Henry Ford fifty years after he invented the phonograph and
made the first sound recording (1877). Edison recited the well-known verse, “Mary had a little
lamb.” This famous recording has been re-created and re-recorded many times over the years.
Febr 15 1927
Dear Mr Ford
The first phonograph in the world was made under my direction by one of the workmen at
my laboratory at Menlo Park New Jersey in the early fall of 1877
I was the first person who spoke into the phonograph – and I recited the well
known verse.
„Mary had a little lamb.
Its fleece was white as snow
And everywhere that Mary went
The lamb was sure to go”
These were the first words ever recorded and reproduced in the phonograph.

Your sincerely,
Thomas Edison
To Henry Ford
Wearborn Michigan

And everywhere that Mary went, Mary
went, Mary went

Mary had a little lamb, its fleece was
white as snow

Mary had a little lamb, little lamb,
little lamb,

Girls in songs  1.3 Lyrics

It followed her to school one day,
which was against the rule.

It followed her to school one day,
school one day, school one day,

And everywhere that Mary went, the
lamb was sure to go.
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And so the teacher sent it out, sent it
out, sent it out,

It made the children laugh and play to
see the lamb at school.

It made the children laugh and play,
laugh and play, laugh and play,
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It stood and waited round about, till
Mary did appear.

It stood and waited round about,
round about, round about,

And so the teacher sent it out, but still
it lingered near.
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“Why, Mary loves the lamb, you know;
lamb, you know; lamb, you know;

Why does the lamb love Mary so?” the
little children cry.

“Why does the lamb love Mary so, Mary
so, Mary so?
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Why, Mary loves the lamb, you know!”
the teacher did reply.

Girls in songs  1.3 Lyrics (cont.)

 Look at the map carefully and try to remember the names of as many states as you can.

2.1 Map
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2.3 text
Susanna

 Read and listen to the song.
(There might be slightly different versions.)		
I come from Alabama with a / my banjo on my knee
I’m going to Louisiana, my true love for to see.
Oh, Susanna! Don’t you cry for me,
I come from Alabama with my banjo on my knee.
(Oh) It rained all night, the day I left, the weather it was
The sun so hot, I froze to death, Susanna don’t you cry.
Oh, Susanna …
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2.4 nonsense rhyme

‘Have you got a sister?’
‘The beggarman kissed her!’
‘Have you got a brother?’
‘He’s made of indiarubber!’
‘Have you got a baby?’
‘It’s made of bread and gravy!’

Source: Whitehead, M., Nonsense, Rhyme and Word Play in Young Children,
1995. In: (ed.) Pinsent, P. Rhyme, Reading and Writing,
London: Hodder and Stoughton p.42.
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Clementine

 Read and listen to the song.
In a cavern, in a canyon,
Excavating for a mine
Dwelt a miner forty-niner,
And his daughter Clementine

Chorus: Oh my darling, oh my darling,
Oh my darling, Clementine!
You are lost and gone forever
Dreadful sorry, Clementine

Light she was and like a fairy,
And her shoes were number nine.
Herring boxes without topses
Sandals were for Clementine. - Chorus

Drove she ducklings to the millpond,
Every morning just at nine;
Stubbed her toe upon a splinter,
Fell into the foaming brine. - Chorus
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Ruby lips above the water
Blowing bubbles soft and fine.
But alas, she was no swimmer,
And I lost my Clementine! - Chorus

And the miner, Forty-Niner,
He began to peak and pine;
Thought he oughter join his daughter –
Now he’s with his Clementine. – Chorus

How I missed her, how I missed,
How I missed my Clementine –
Till I kissed her little sister,
And forgot my Clementine! - Chorus
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3.5 songs and rhymes
 Read the following poems.
Do you know the muffin man,

Cobbler, cobbler, mend my shoe,

the muffin man, the muffin man?

get it done by half past two.

Yes, I know the muffin man

My toe is peeping through,

who lives on Drury Lane.

cobbler, cobbler, mend my shoe.

***

***

Queen, queen, Caroline

What shall we do with the drunken sailor?

washed her hair in turpentine.

(3x)

Turpentine, to make it shine,

early in the morning?

queen, queen, Caroline.

Hooray and up she rises (3x)

***
Queenie, queenie, who’s got the ball?

early in the morning.
***

Is she big or is she small?

Old MacDonald had a farm, EIEIO.

Is she fat or is she thin?

And on his farm he had a dog, EIEIO.

Or is she like a rolling pin?

With a woof-woof here,

***

and a woof-woof there,

Doctor Foster went to Gloucester

here a woof, there a woof,

in a shower of rain.

everywhere a woof-woof

He stepped in a puddle

Old MacDonald had a farm, EIEIO.

right up to his middle
and never went there again.
***

***
The farmer in the dell,
the farmer in the dell

We are the music makers

Heigh-o, the derry-o,

who come from London town,

the farmer in the dell.

We can play on the pia-pia-piano (2x)

The farmer takes a wife,

We can dance hopsallah, hopsallah,

the farmer takes a wife,

hopsallah,

Heigh-o, the derry-o,

we can dance hopsallah, hopsallah.

the farmer takes a wife.

***

***

Pussy cat, pussy cat, where have you been?

There was a farmer had a dog

I’ve been to London to visit the Queen,

and Bingo was his name, o!

Pussy cat, pussy cat, what did you there?

B – I – N – G – O (3x)

I frightened a little mouse under her chair.

and Bingo was his name, o!
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4.3 song
there’S A HOLE IN MY BUCKET
There’s a hole in my bucket,
Dear Liza, dear Liza
There’s a hole in my bucket
Oh, what shall I do?
Well, mend it, dear Henry,
Dear Henry, dear Henry
Well, mend it, dear Henry,
That’s what you should do.
And how should I mend it,
Dear Liza, dear Liza...?
With resin, dear Henry...
And where shall I get some,
Dear Liza, dear Liza...?
From a pine-tree, dear Henry...
And how shall I cut it,
Dear Liza, dear Liza...?
With a knife, dear Henry...
My knife is not sharp enough
Dear Liza, dear Liza...?
Well, sharpen it, dear Henry...
And how shall I sharpen it,
Dear Liza, dear Liza...?
On the grindstone, dear Henry...
But the stone is too dry,
Dear Liza, dear Liza....
Then wet it dear Henry...
And what shall I wet it with,
dear Liza, dear Liza...?
With water, dear Henry...
And what shall I bring it in,
Dear Liza, dear Liza...?
In your bucket, dear Henry...
There’s a hole in my bucket,
Dear Liza, dear Liza...
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5.2 grid
 Think about the songs you have listened to in this unit. Give each a
mark 1-5 in each category below.

melody
Mary
Susanna

Clementine
Liza
THE BEST
SONG

text and
language

story
and
mood

characters activities

TOTAL
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5.3 quiz
 Write ….

			

1 characters mentioned in the 4 songs
................................................................................................................................................
2 jobs
................................................................................................................................................
3 U.S. states
................................................................................................................................................
4 rhyming words (in pairs)
................................................................................................................................................
5 musical instruments
................................................................................................................................................
6 weather words
................................................................................................................................................
7 rules to keep pets
................................................................................................................................................
8 problems
................................................................................................................................................
9 solutions
................................................................................................................................................
10 past tense forms (regular and irregular)
................................................................................................................................................
11 unusual words
................................................................................................................................................
12 words in connection with the gold rush
................................................................................................................................................
13 household duties
................................................................................................................................................
+1 humorous elements in the songs (in Hungarian)
................................................................................................................................................

